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Songimvelo Nature Reserve

South Africa’s largest provincial Nature Reserve

Transfrontier Park with World Heritage status
Songimvelo Nature Reserve is South Africa’s largest Provincial Nature Reserve and forms part of the
Songimvelo-Malolotja Transfrontier Conservation area, a peace park located south of Baberton, in the
south-eastern part of the Mpumalanga Province on the South African - Swaziland border.
The incredible beauty of its range of mountains, which forms one of the oldest regions on Earth, with
incredible volcanic and sedimentary rocks, examples of which are exceeded only by those found in
Greenland. Rolling hills, hidden valleys, wide open plains and forest ravines support an incredible
diversity of wildlife, plants and habitats. Along the valley floor winds the Komati River, after which
it flows into Swaziland and to the Indian Ocean.
The grassy plains of Songimvelo Nature Reserve are home to herds Buffalo, Blesbok, Blue Wildebeest,
Eland, Impala, Red Hartebeest and Zebra whilst within the wooded and hillside areas one will find
Bushbuck, Giraffe, Kudu, Mountain Reedbuck and Elephant. There are also numbers of
White Rhino on the Reserve.

General Information
Country:
Location:
Elevation:
Size:
Coordinates:
Logistics:

Camp:

Electricity:

Wi-Fi:
Climate:

South Africa.
Mpumalanga Province.
3150 ft.
Songimvelo Nature Reserve – 173 800 acres.
Songimvelo Malolotja Transfrontier conservation area_– in excess of 420 000 acres.
-25.915757, 31.029993
A connecting flight from Johannesburg (OR Tambo International Airport) is required
on _your “arrival day” (as per your Safari contract) to Mbombela (KMIA – Kruger
Mpumalanga _International Airport) and back to Johannesburg from KMIA on the
day _of departure. On occasion we change areas during a Safari thus end the Safari
_in a different location of South Africa. If this is a possibility for your Safari please
confirm with Graham where the _alternative airport for your departure flight to
Johannesburg would be.
Our luxury tented Safari lodge is located on the banks of the Komati River that winds
through Songimvelo Nature Reserve. Each room has a king sized bed, _en-suite
bathroom_and electric blankets for the very cold nights during June and July.
Our camp runs on local 220 V power. (Two and three point plugs available in each
room/tent) _Most modern-day chargers accept 110 – 220 Volts. Please check that yours
does comply or e
_ lse you will need to bring a converter from 220 Volts to 110 Volts.
Please bring a multi plug adaptor with you to avoid disappointment.
Wi-Fi available in our dining/lodge area but not in the rooms.
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Hunting season: April through end of October.
Hunting permit: We will apply for the necessary hunting permit in your (the hunter’s name). Each hunter
		
needs a hunting permit. (our office needs to be informed well in advance as to which
		
species and number of each species every hunter is interested in hunting. One cannot
		
hunt any species that does not occur on the hunter’s hunting permit).
Species quota: As we work to a very strict quota system, hunters must advise us well in advance as to
		
which species they wish to hunt and in what order of priority.
Species available
for hunting:
Cape Buffalo, Blesbok, Blue Wildebeest, Bushbuck, Giraffe, Impala, Kudu (Southern
		
Greater) Mountain Reedbuck, Red Hartebeest, Waterbuck, Warthog and
		
Zebra (Burchell’s).
Taxidermist:
Life Form Taxidermy will collect all trophies at the end of every two months
		
_(depending on the number of trophies). Life Form will be in contact with you once		
		
the trophies have been received and checked in on their end.
Typical day:
Wake up will be at around half an hour before sunrise._We will either have coffee & 		
		
toast/cereal or a breakfast of choice and head out right after breakfast. _Some days we
		
will take a packed lunch with us and have lunch along the K
_ omati river or in the shade
		
of a big paperbark tree. Some days, depending on the hunt_, we will return to camp
		
for lunch. After lunch we will continue with the afternoon_hunt till around sunset when
		
we will return to camp. Once in camp, a hot shower is _usually in the order of the day,
		
after which we will meet for a cocktail and a warm hearty dinner.
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The Komati River that winds through the southern part of Songimvelo forms a huge part of
the Reserve’s eco system whereas the Msoli River runs through the Northern part
of the Reserve through the Bulembo mountains.

Our Luxury tented camp is located on the banks of the Komati River.

Our dining and lodge areas are located on the banks of the Komati river where one has
perfect views of the majestic Bulembu mountains on the Reserve.
Please visit www.grahamsalessafaris.com for additional pictures of our camp.

DONATIONS

Graham Sales Safaris & Life Form Taxidermy donated wheelchairs
to disabled community members in the Songimvelo region.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you are interested in making any donations towards the local school
(SCI Blue bags) or the local community. We always appreciate any equipment (new or used) to assist us in our
anti-poaching efforts on the Reserve. (boots or shoes for our scouts, binoculars, water bottles or hydration packs,
backpacks or any cash donation is always very welcome and much appreciated)
Kenneth Eugene Behring started “Wheelchair Foundation” in early 90s Distributed Wheelchairs for free across the
globe. We volunteered to assist in distribution to the need in order to help more people receiving wheelchairs.
Mr. Behring died on 25 June 2019, but his legacy are being kept alive through his
company BGEF (Behring Global Education Foundation).
Graham Sales Safaris & Life-Form Taxidermy plays a very small part in his dream to help
less fortunate people in need of a wheelchair.
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The Nooitgedacht Dam Nature Reserve is also one of MTPA’s (Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency)
Nature Reserves. The Reserve which surrounds the Nooitgedacht dam is located in the Highveld of the
Mpumalanga Province and approximately 10miles North West of the small town of Carolina. The Reserve
is a quick drive in a south-westerly direction from Songimvelo Nature Reserve.
Numerous game species are to be found in the Reserve, Blesbok, Springbok, Black Wildebeest, Red
Hartebeest, Zebra, Common Reedbuck, Oribi and Cape Buffalo. The reserve surrounds the Nooitgedacht
Dam where the Komati River originates, which from there flows down to Songimvelo Nature Reserve.
Other important tributaries are the Boesmanspruit, Witkloofspruit, and the Vaalwaterspruit.
Species:
Logistics:

Black Wildebeest, Blesbok, Cape Buffalo, Common Reedbuck, Common Springbok,
Red Hartebeest and Zebra (Burchell’s)
Nooitgedacht Nature Reserve is located about an hour and a half’s drive southwest
from Songimvelo Nature Reserve. If our clients are interested in any of the species on
Nooitgedacht we do a day trip to the Reserve.

